Transformations in Modern Architecture 


December 19, 1979 through January 27, 1980 


A basic premise of modem architecture-*-formulatcd 
30 to 40 years ago--is that the form and structure 
of a building derive directly from its function 
and the characteristics of the materials used in 
its construction. The tendency of some earlier 
architectural styles to emphasize the decorative 
through the elaborate use of trims, moldings, 
applied sculptures and reliefs, and ornate windows 
and doors was re-evaluated in favor of clean, 
unbroken, functional lines. However, during the 
past two decades there has been a renewed interest 
in the use of such non-structural design elements. 

Transformations in Modem Architecture examines 

how the architecture of today has evolved out of 

the aesthetic principles of both modem architecture and 
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and its predecessors. Through photographs of more 
than 400 buildings from around the v/orld, constructed 
in a variety of styles, the exhibit surveys the work 
of more than 300 architects. Included are examples 
by Edward Larrabee Barnes, Marcel Breuer, Philip 
Johnson and John Burgee, I. M. Pei, Cesar Pelli, John 
Portman, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, and Venturi & 

Rauch . 

Organized by Arthur Drexler, Director of the 
Department of Architecture and Design at the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York, the exhibit is divided 
into three major categories: architecture as sculptural 
form, architecture as structural form, and vernacular 

architecture . 

Sculptural form in architecture derives from 
post“World War II interpretations of cubism and 
expressionism, as well as the work of Le Corbusier 
which led the way toward a new architectural pre- 
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occupation with mass, weight, rough textures and 
deliberately crude workmanship, often identified as 

"Brutalism." 

Structural form, on the other hand, relates 

to what the architect Mies van der Rohe called 

"skin and hones" architecture: a steel or concrete 

skeleton structure that is covered by a glass or 
metal skin. This type of architecture relies upon 

structure to communicate aesthetic visual information 

about a building, regardless of its intended use. 
Using tinted and reflecting glass, these "mirror" 
buildings communicate little or no information 
about their use while displaying a new dimension of 

architectural abstraction in their reflections. A 

special feature of this exhibit is a section devoted 
to color transparencies of contemporary mirror 
buildings . 

Regionalist or vernacular architecture is 
characterized by the use of natural materials, a 
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December 19 through 23, In addition, a new art film 


series complementing the exhibit and examining several 
views of the city, the impact of skyscrapers on urban 


life, and the work of several innovative and influential 


contemporary architects begins in mid-December and runs 


through the end of February. 



